Travellers in India

or social condition of the country, however*
neither Methold nor Bruton can compare with
Albert de Mandeslo. Murray truly says that
he wscT one" of the most active and intelligent
travellers who have ever visited India.* The
editor of Harris's collection of travels says no
less truly that he Had " all the qualities requi-
site in such a guide, Knowledge, Diligence, and
Fidelity." That these encomiums are justified a
very slight acquaintance with his book is suffi-
cient to show. Being a scholar and a gentle-
man, and one already equipped with a consider-
able amount of knowledge about India, he
entered on his travels with a stock of informa-
tion which was calculated to render his obser-
vations peculiarly intelligent. In 1636 the Duke
of Holstein sent an embassy to Ispahan, and
Mandeslo obtained permission to accompany
it, with a further permission to go on to India
on reaching that town. In January, 1638, he
left Ispahan, and accompanied by a retinue of
four persons, reached Surat by sea from Bandar
Abbas. Apparently Mandeslo had not intended
to travel greatly in India, but, finding he had
several months to wait before the next English
ship left for Europe, he determined to visit the
court of the " Great Mogul." He left Surat in
September, and passing through " Broitshia "
(Broach), reached Ahmedabad. Here Mandeslo
was generously entertained by the English

* Discoveries and Travels in Asia, n, 172.
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